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DEAR FRIENDS,

COMMITTED!
20 cm of fresh snow
the day before a major .
youth mission event. And i*

«Trust in the Lord, with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;

in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.»

Proverbs 3,5-6

we had the MAF van with [u
all the exhibition
material in our
courtyard...

Amidst the moving boxes, not quite
set up rooms and unpacked suitcases
that are more of an invitation to finally
pack them than ready for travel, we
would like to send you another Flight
Recorder. Our new flat still feels a bit
like a temporary solution, reflecting our
current state of mind. Many things are
here, but they have not yet found their
place. For example, a slatted bed frame
with a mattress that is far too small is
lying on the floor where a suitable
double bed will go later. But hurray, we
just purchased one the other day for
delivery at the end of May!

Our new home doesn't look cosy or
comfortable yet, but we can already
imagine how it will be. In a few
months, it will improve; one thing after
another will come together; that
curtains, green plants, and decorations
will make it homely.

We ourselves feel just as ‘unfinished'.

We are currently in a transitional
period. Germany is now at the centre
of our lives, and Mainz is our new
address. New tasks at MAF lie ahead of
us. At the same time, our big farewell
trip to Papua New Guinea is just around
the corner. We will go back one last
time to dismantle our cosy home there
and say many goodbyes to dear people
and places.

We are caught between arriving and
letting go, gratitude and melancholy,
hope and unanswered questions.

Intense months with health
challenges and important decisions are
now behind us. Some issues have been
resolved, while others are still ongoing.
Perhaps this image fits quite well: a flat
that is half unpacked, suitcases that are
half packed — and a heart that trusts in
God, even amidst it all.
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Thank you for walking this path with
us! Despite all the upheavals, we have
inner peace with this new path. We
have experienced God's presence
through so much encouragement and
help and many small miracles along
this journey.
with love, Mathias § Mandy




Bridge Builders
Between Worlds

Welcome Homel!

Dear friends, prayer partners and
financial supporters of Mandy and
Mathias,

The Bible verses for the past two
years, ‘Test everything and keep what
is good!' (2025) and ‘God says:

Behold, | make all things new!" (2026),

aptly reflect what has motivated
Mandy and Mathias during this time.
Following an intensive period of

testing and groundbreaking decisions,

they will soon embark on a new
phase of their ministry.

As the CEO of MAF in Germany, |
am very grateful that they will be
staying on as employees. MAF is also
undergoing a process of change. To
be able to help even more efficiently,
MAF is pooling its resources in an
international integration process. A
tangible sign of this new beginning in
Germany is the establishment of our
new office location at Mainz-Finthen
Airport.

We are therefore delighted to
welcome Mandy and Mathias to the
German team and look forward to
working with them to set up the new
office in Mainz and further develop
MAF as an organisation.

Thank you very much for your
many years of loyal support of Mandy
and Mathias! Your prayers and
donations contribute significantly to
our flight service in PNG. Together,
we provide help, hope and healing to
the most remote mountain villages.

Mandy and Mathias bring
invaluable assets to their new roles
thanks to their international
experience, spiritual depth and
humanity. Although their location and
responsibilities are changing, they
remain the same.

Therefore, | would like to
encourage and invite you to continue
supporting Mandy and Mathias with
your prayers and financial
contributions as they embark on this
new chapter. Together, we can have
faith that God not only changes
things, but renews them.

Warmest blessings,
Jorg Schowalter

CEO,
MAF in Germany

LIFE IN TRANSITION

How does the biblical story of Noah still speak to us today, and how does it
fit into our own situation? Some devotional thoughts written by Mathias

We are currently living in limbo, in a
transitional phase. We are in Germany,
we have found a flat in Mainz and we
have taken on new tasks at MAF here
in Germany. However, not everything
has been finalised yet.

I may regain my fitness to fly, but it
will be a lengthy process. We still have
to say goodbye to people and places
in Papua New Guinea. Hence, we are
caught between the 'not anymore” and
the 'not yet'.

m o
Not T W W Not
anymore @ @ yet

This period was triggered by my
cardiac arrhythmia last year. | was in
hospital and had numerous tests. The
diagnosis was that my heart is struc-
turally healthy but beats irregularly. No
one knows exactly why. We had to
make a decision, and we finally
decided to stay in Germany for the
time being.

During this time, the story of Noah
has become particularly important to
us. It was the theme of the New Year's
Eve sermon. It was as if it had been
written for us!

Noah, too, lived in transition. He had
to let go of what was familiar and
spend a long time on the ark, with no
clear timetable and no idea when or
how things would continue. Almost a
year of waiting, confinement and
uncertainty. Eventually, he was taking
small steps of trust: sending out a dove
and hoping again. And then we read
this one sentence: 'But God had not
forgotten Noah." (Genesis 8:1).

There was still no quick way out, but
there was an anchor and a perspective.

It is the same for us: step by step,
God has opened doors.

v We both have new jobs at MAF here
in Germany.

v We purchased a car at just the right
time. On a Saturday afternoon in
November, we signed the purchase
agreement. On Monday morning, we
learned from the dealer who rented
us a free car that it had been sold,
and that we should return it within

Our creative chaos
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the next few weeks — if needed also

in exchange for another free rental.

Perfect timing!

v We found a really nice flat even
before it was officially on the market.
We were worried as we were stuck
500km away taking care of Mandy'’s
mum. As soon as flats were listed on
the public platforms, they were gone
quickly, because we couldn't come
for viewings at short notice.

v We received a free fridge-freezer, a
guest bed (you are warmly invited to
try it out!) and other useful things.

v We also got extra time with our
parents, whom we had only seen
during sporadically during home
assignments.

v We received a warm welcome in
Mainz through different churches.
Some even helped us with the move
even though they didn't know us!
We are amazed by these experiences

amidst the unfinished. To attribute all

this to mere luck or coincidence
would not be fair or true. It is God
intervening in our personal situation!

Transitions are difficult because the
old way of doing things is no longer
valid, yet the new way has not been
established. But God remains faithful,
even during this period of transition.

When the door of the ark opened,
Noah turned his gaze first to God,
thanking him.

Although our location has changed
from Papua New Guinea to Germany,
our mission with MAF remains the
same: to bring help, hope and healing
to isolated communities.

Thank you for continuing to journey
this path with us, whether through
prayer, encouragement or financial
support. God does not forget. Not in
the waiting. Not in transition!




FAQ) - FREQUENTIY ASKED QUESTIONS

Questions we regularly get asked

Thanks for all the notes we received through different platforms after our last Flight Recorder. With all the changes
going on, we are unfortunately quite behind with personal communication. Please bear with us. But here are (finally...)

a few answers.

Why did you move to Mainz?

We will continue to work for MAF. Since December
2025, the German office of MAF has moved into an
hangar building at Mainz-Finthen Airport. At the end of
last year, during our limbo phase, we already helped
organise the move from Siegen to Mainz.

We are also delighted to have found a flat in the same

part of town. This means we can cycle the 4.5 km to the

office in 15-20 minutes (if only we had bikes, hahal) or
drive there in just under 10 minutes.

God has a sense of humour! We didn't really find
Siegen attractive as a potential place to live. Mainz
though, was completely unknown to us.

However, it is a :
beautiful area
where tourists
come! And to
guote Noah, we
won't become
winegrowers,
but we will
gladly explore
the vineyards

of Rheinhessen
surrounding
Mainz...

Will you continue writing
newsletters?

Yes! After all, we are still working with i
MAF on global missions, so we will
have plenty to report.

We also expect to have a varied and
exciting working life, with experiences
worth sharing to encourage you and
glorify God.

Thank you for accompanying us on
our journey so far, and for your interest :
in our flight log. :

i isolated areas.

i vacant, and we were
i successful in our
i applications.

Could you have
. stayed and worked
. in PNG?

i medical care in PNG
i for Mathias's heart

i condition is just not
i available.

Do you still need donations?

Absolutely! MAF is and will always be
a charitable organisation, financed by
i donations. While we are changing our
i location and tasks, we continue to work
¢ towards MAF’'s main goal of providing
i help, hope and healing to people in

i Although Mathias no longer flies

i planes loaded with medicines or school
i supplies to remote grass airstrips, we

¢ are now both working in Germany with

What will you actually be doing at MAF in Germany?

MAF needs employees in many areas worldwide, not just

pilots. Mathias's role will be to seek, find and recruit such
i employees in Germany, accompany them on their journey to
i their deployment location, and then support them remotely.

He will be the new human resources manager at MAF

Germany. He will also work on projects for MAF's internal pilot

training at the same time.
Mandy will head up public relations, meaning she will be

i responsible for MAF's public image and media relations in
i Germany. Essentially, it's a change of focus, shifting from
i capturing stories in PNG to processing them for print and
i online publication for German readers.

Both positions were

Yes, but no. The

Thank God with us

for the many wonderful
confirmations we have received
since deciding to stay in Germany.
that we purchased a car with which
we can visit you.

that we found an apartment in
Mainz with the help of dear brothers
and sisters that is within cycling
distance of our workplace.

that we had a good few first weeks
here in Mainz.

However, we understand if your
interests change and you wish to
prioritise other things.

i our team to ensure the continued
i existence of the active flight service
i through our administrative activities.

that Mandy was able to build a good
communication team in PNG that is
motivated and works well together.

Thank you very much for continuing

Do you still visit churches for
presentations on MAF’s work?

is getting our feet into our new areas
of work.

Nevertheless, please feel free to
contact us if you would like us to
come to your church, home group,
youth group, school, flying club or
company event. We will certainly find a
date that works.

As the MAF team, we also regularly
attend various events and conferences.
In January, for example, we attended
Jumiko in Stuttgart (see photo on the
right). It was great to meet some of
you therel!

i to support us as your missionaries and
i for enabling us to extend your reach to
i Papua New Guinea and other MAF

‘ . i countries in the Asia Pacific Region, in
Yes, we do! However, our first priority | africa and South America.

Please pray with us

for a blessed and safe farewell trip to
PNG, to finish and farewell well. We
need to clear our home in PNG, sell
and give away our stuff and what to
ship back to Germany.

for the people we meet in PNG.

for a smooth transition to life in
Mainz, for good relationships and
that we will find a church.

that the gap left by Mathias in the
pilot team in PNG to be filled quickly.
for Mathias' health to be fully
clarified after our return, and for an
effective therapy to be found.
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INTHE WIEANTIVE IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA ...

New aircraft delivers building materials to remote health facility

"We in Kompiam District are heavily
dependent on MAF," says Pastor
Jackson Minao, chaplain at Kompiam
District Hospital. “If MAF were no
longer there, | don't think there would
be any other way to build hospitals,
transfer patients or send staff to the

This time, we are not using wood,’
explains Pastor Jackson. 'Many
wooden buildings have collapsed, so
we are opting for steel to ensure that
the new aid station will last longer.
That's why we are having these
materials flown in.

only option, and thus MAF becomes
essential.

‘In Yambaitok and all the other aid
stations we operate, there are no road
connections to the hospital,’
emphasises Pastor Jackson. 'We
depend on MAF for everything.’

communities.”

A few years ago, a basic health
centre was built in Yambaitok, but it
has since fallen into disrepair. Durable
materials are therefore being flown in
for the urgently needed new building.

»

The project is one of several
initiatives by Kompiam District Hospital,
a Baptist Union service, to provide
medical care to remote and
underserved communities. Without
road access, air transport is often the

MAF aircraft transport building
materials, medicines, patients and staff,
providing vital assistance and hope to
regions that would otherwise be
virtually inaccessible.

(Story: Michelle Dauth, Photo: Jan Klassen)

Vanille - A precious bean or an orchid?

Its sweet scent hangs in the air, telling the story of hope and hard work in the
mountains of Papua New Guinea. For the farmers of the remote Karimu'i district,
vanilla, alongside coffee and cocoa, is more than just a delicate aroma. It is their
livelihood. Thousands of smallholders tend their plants with great care. However,
before the precious pods and fruits reach the airstrip, it often takes days of
arduous walking across rivers and steep paths.

Mopa Paleah collects the villagers' vanilla harvest, sells it and brings back the
money earned. Many of our MAF friends and colleagues, as well as ourselves, buy
vanilla from Mopa.

The families are happy to use the money to buy food, tools and building
materials, as well as paying for their children’s school fees.

MAF's support is crucial to all of this. Our aircraft transport fresh vanilla, as well as
sacks full of coffee and cocoa beans, to wholesale markets in Goroka and Mt.
Hagen. In this way, the beguiling scent of vanilla offers families a real prospect for
the future and a tangible blessing. (Story & Photo: Aquila Matit)

STAY CONNEGTED
Mathias & Mandy Glass
Merkurweg 19
55126 Mainz-Finthen
GERMANY

[please note we’re not in Germany
during March and April]

WAF IN GERMANY

MAF Deutschland e. V.
Stumme-Loch-Weg 7
57072 Siegen, GERMANY

Tel.: (++49) 271 701 4780

Email:: kontakt@maf-deutschland.de
Websites:

www.maf-deutschland.de
www.mafint.org

DONATIONS

MAF Deutschland e. V.

Sparkasse Siegen

IBAN: DE77 4605 0001 0001 2658 26
SWIFT-BIC: WELADED1SIE
designated use: M&M Gilass

To support us via an MAF branch
of another country, please don’t
hesitate contacting us for the
relevant details.

Tel. Mathias (+49) 152 3796 6563

Tel. Mandy (+49) 152 2470 5228

Email: mathias.mandy.glass@maf-
deutschland.de

Website: www.maf-pilot.de
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http://www.maf-pilot.de
mailto:kontakt@maf-deutschland.de?subject=
http://www.maf-deutschland.de
http://www.mafint.org
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